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GRADE 12 – PRACTICE QUESTIONS FOR THE IRP SUMMATIVE
April 2015
Below are practice questions for the May 6th  summative. A good process as practice for the IRP summative would be to do the following:

· Practice reading the question & understanding what’s being asked

· Brainstorm the question (pre-writing exercise)

· Come up with a thesis (focus for the essay)

· Create an outline for the essay deciding on your "methods of development" 
· Find the textual evidence/support from the two IRP novels
--------------       --------------
1. “Why should we readers be so interested in the author’s vision? And what are our responsibilities as readers? My own belief is that the reader has two duties. The first is to discern as clearly as possible the author’s vision. Once that vision…is apprehended, the reader will then challenge both the writer and himself by matching the author’s vision to his own. In that juxtaposition lies the tension – the excitement – of reading…In effect, [the reader] is negotiating with the author’s vision to produce a new, refined vision of his own.” (Robert Adams, A Love of Reading) 

With reference to your two independent novels, discuss (1) “the tension – the excitement” that you discovered in the reading and study of the novels and (2) any “refined vision” of life that you have created as a result of these novels.

2. “The purpose of any piece of literature, no matter what culture it was produced in, is to show us something we were previously unaware of. Just as literature is a bridge connecting a life lived with a life not lived, so, too, all literature that is effective is a voyage into a previously untravelled world.” (Charles Larson from Heroic Ethnocentrism – The Idea of Universality in Literature)

Drawing upon your two independent novels, discuss how effective your novels were in helping you “voyage into a previously untravelled world”.
3. “A novel is not an allegory….It is the sensual experience of another world. If you don’t enter that world, hold your breath with the characters and become involved in their destiny, you won’t be able to empathize, and empathy is at the heart of the novel. This is how you read a novel: you inhale the experience. So start breathing.”  (Azar Nafisi, Reading Lolita in Tehran)

With reference to both your independent novels, to what degree is a reader able to enter into them and “empathize” with the characters, the situations, the experiences, the themes offered in these works?
4. “My task as a writer is primarily to make the reader feel and see. If I am successful at this, then every reader will be able to find what he or she deserves in that book, such as encouragement, consolation, fear, charm, and maybe answers to questions he/she forgot to ask.” (Joseph Conrad) 

With reference to your two independent novels, discuss the extent to which your two authors have been “successful” in helping you to discover aspects about life, about being human.  
